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North Platte NRD Staff  Available for 
Classroom Presentations

The North Platte Natural Resources District 
(NRD) provides several different natural re-
source based presentations for all age groups.  
David Wolf, Information/Education Coordina-
tor talks about the many different options the 
NRD provides.  
     “We have presentations on water, soils, 
adaptations, the NRD system, weather, habi-
tat, wildlife, pollinators, recycling, trees, and 
many more.”  
     Wolf stresses that many of the presenta-
tions are hands on, and he tries to be very 
engaging with the students.  
     “We have a food web activity that gets the 
kids up and moving. We have a habitat activity 
that requires the kids to draw an animal and 
come up with things it needs to survive such as: food, shelter, and habitat.”
     Wolf will also work with teachers if there is a particular topic they want presented.  He can 
incorporate specifi c vocabulary and works to stay as near the standards as possible.  
     The NRD also offers many different contests to help expose youth to our outdoors.  The con-
servation poster contest, range judging, land judging, and Envirothon are great activities that can 
be used in conjunction with in-class lessons.  The NRD provides scholarships to natural resource 
camps including: The Adventure Camp of the Envirionment (ACE), the High Plains Science 
Camp, and State Range Camp.  

Dave Wolf, I&E Coordinator, demonstrates the various 
parts of a tree with students at Lincoln Elementary.   

     The NRD also works with other agencies 
and outdoor education groups to provide a wide 
range of expertise to further enhance student 
learning.  These partners include: Wildcat Hills 
Nature Center, Riverside Discovery Center, 
ESU #13, Scottsbluff National Monument, 
Nebraska Game and Parks, Agate Fossill Beds 
National Monument, and Bird Conservancy of 
the Rockies. 
     For more information or to have Wolf present 
to your class, contact him at dwolf@npnrd.org 
or call him at 632-2749.   

Amanda Shepperd, Forestry & Outreach Technician, 
instructs students at Lincion Heights Elementary on 
the trees scavenger hunt activity.
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Sowing the Seed
Upcoming 

Events

•Monthly Board 
Meeting

   - Second Thursday of 
each month at 3:00 p.m.

Meet is at the NPNRD 
offices at 100547 Airport 

Road in Scottsbluff

• Branched out
   - September 20-21

Located up at WildCat 
Hills Receation Area

• Land Judging
   - October 4

The contest will be in 
South Platte NRD

• Water Education of 
Tomorrow

 - October 10 -11

Trails West YMCA Camp

• EventEventEvent
   - Date and time

Introduction



What is an Natural Resource District or NRD?
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     Nebraska is divided into 23 natural resources districts (NRDs).  These are 
multi-purpose, local units of government established to conserve, protect, develop 
and manage natural resources. Established in 1972, their boundaries mirrior major 
river basins. NRDs get much of their operating funds from local property taxes, 
however, they use only a small slice of the property tax pie — typically 1 percent 
to 2 percent of all property taxes collected in a county.
     The North Platte NRD comprises Banner, Garden, Morrill, Scotts Bluff and 
southern Sioux counties in the Nebraska Panhandle. The District has a land area of 
more than 3 million acres, a population of more than 45,000 people, and 18 com-
munities (14 incorporated and four unincorporated). Land use consists of range 
(63 percent), crop and pasture (33 percent), lakes and wetlands, forest and other 
uses (4 percent).
     Major agricultural products are cattle, corn, sugar beets, dry edible beans, alfal-
fa and wheat. Most crops require irrigation, because annual average precipitation 
is 14 to 17 inches. The largest source of irrigation water comes from the North 
Platte River. A system of dams and canals in the river valley, operated by the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation since the early 1900s, diverts water from the river and 
stores it to irrigate about 300,000 acres. Ground water is also used to irrigate.
     The NRDs are responsible for managing and protecting the nautural resources 
of the District.  While they have twelve main statutory responsiblities (see chart 
to the left), the main focus of the North Platte NRD is groundwater management, 
conservation tree, planned grazing systems, and soil conservation.  The District 
has sold over 5.5 million conservation trees, has over 800 monitoring wells, over 
half the state’s irrigation districts, and approximately 450,000 irrigated acres.  For 
more information about the North Platte NRD, go to www.npnrd.org.  

Where does our Water Come From?
     When children are asked “where does our 
water comes from”, we get a variety of an-
swers such as: lakes, the river, underground,
and from the faucet. Th ese students are not 
alone.  Many adults do not know where 
our water comes from. Th e answer is very 
simple, our water comes from snow in the 
mountains.
     With water being vital to many diff erent 
aspects of our everyday lives, it is important 
to get a perspective on how much water 
there is in the world, and how little we get 
to use. Ninety-seven percent of the world’s 
water is in the oceans and two percent is 
locked up in the polar ice caps.    
     Th at just leaves one percent of all the 
Earth’s water available for humans to use for 
drinking water, irrigation, industrial use, 
and many other uses. We also have to re-
member that trillions of plants and animals 
that depend on that water. 
      Starting in northern Colorado, the North 
Platte River runs through southern
and central Wyoming before it comes into 
Nebraska near Henry. Th e river has seven 
reservoirs on it and one on the Laramie 
River that provides water for irrigation, 

hydropower, and recreation. Over the years, irrigation 
water has provided recharge for the aquifers through 
fl ood irrigation and water seeping out of the bottom 
of the canals.
     Our area is unique to the rest of the state because 
over half of the irrigation districts and canal compa-
nies in the state are located along the North
Platte River. With very little naturally occurring 

ground water, the surface water devel-
opment allows for a reliable source for 
recharge of ground water, and the aqui-
fers began to grow.  Th e recharge from 
the canal system also allows producers 
with groundwater wells to apply a more 
effi  cient way to distribute irrigation to 
their crops.  
     Groundwater provides every town in 
the district with domestic water, which is 
used for drinking, home use, our parks, 
and industry.  Groundwater also provides 
drinking water, water for livestock, 
and other domestic uses for our rural 
constituents.  
     Th e North Platte Natural Resources 
District is responsible for managing and 
protecting the water resources within 
the District.  Th ey continue to work with 
surface water users, irrigation districts, 
and canal companies to help ensure that 
our water resources are availabe for fu-
ture generations.  For more information 
on our water system, go to 
www.npnrd.org.  

Above, Ft. Laramie canal that runs provides water 
to producers in the Gering Valley south of the 
monument.  

NRDs have 12 statutory purposes 
for existence:

•Erosion prevention and control

•Prevention of damages from fl ood water and 
sediment

•Flood prevention and control

•Soil conservation

•Water supply for any benefi cial uses

•Development, management, utilization and 
conservation of groundwater and surface water

•Pollution control

•Solid waste disposal and sanitary drainage

•Drainage improvement and channel rectifi ca-
tion

•Development and management of fi sh and 
wildlife habitat

•Development and management of recreational 
and park facilities

•Forestry and range management
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Left , two third graders at Roos-
evelt participate in the energy/
food web activity.  Right, students 
at Garden County Elementary 
look at the NRD-Operation 
Game.  Below, Wolf instructs 
students on their part of the tree  
factory activity.  

Left , 5th graders from 
Westermoor Elementary 
pose aft er planting trees at 
Lander Soccer Complex.  
Right, General Manager 
John Berge poses with Poster 
Contest winner Ashley 
Garza.  Below, Amanda 
Shepperd talks to students 
and Lincoln Heights about 
trees.  


