North Platte Natural Resources District

DECEMBER 9, 2005

Pumpkin Creek three-year allocation set at 14 inches


The board of directors at the North Platte Natural Resources District has set the groundwater allocations for the Pumpkin Creek Basin sub-area at 14 inches for the next three years. The decision was made on a 5-3 vote at the board’s regular meeting Dec. 8 in Gering. 


Director Pete Lapaseotes of Bridgeport said the current allocation of 14 inches, which has been enforced for the past two irrigation seasons, seems to be a level everyone in the basin is willing and able to work with. 


“I feel the 14 inches is working. Everyone seems to be making adjustments in their operations knowing that this is the allotment we have to work with,” Lapaseotes said during Thursday’s meeting. “The management practices of the landowners in the Pumpkin Creek area, I feel, have been exceptional. I think we should continue with what is working.”


Lapaseotes cited efforts to retire irrigation acres and an average groundwater use of 7.8 acre inches by the basin’s irrigators in 2005.


In making the motion, Lapaseotes said he felt confident in setting the allocation for the next three years, 2006, 2007, and 2008. Director Gary Darnall of Harrisburg agreed that having the allocations set for the next three years would allow producers to 
better plan their crop rotations and make other in-advance management decisions.

Board chairman John Maser expressed caution, however, that setting the annual allocations too far in advance may cause a public perception that the board is overly confident in conservation efforts and increased groundwater levels. Maser was one of three directors to vote against the three year allotment. 

Annual allocations for the Pumpkin Creek Basin, which has been on restrictions since 2001 due to decreases in stream flow and groundwater levels, have normally been set after April following the NRD’s spring groundwater levels readings. Director Arden Wohlers said he felt uncomfortable setting allocations too early without the spring readings, which historically have provided more accurate levels data. Some directors said setting allocations in the spring did not allow enough time for pre-season planting and irrigation planning. 


Harrisburg-area landowner Rex Nielsen expressed his concern about being 
overconfident in the 2005 rainfalls, which in some areas was four inches more than the previous year. 

“If we have another year without the rain and a loss of precipitation, we’ll be right 
back where we started,” he said. 


Director Dave Deines said that judging from the past levels readings, the basin is beginning to rebound. “My opinion would probably not change after the spring readings,” he said. 
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