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Date:   February 27, 2007
Contact: Kay Grote, 632-2749 or Tandy Wheeler, 632-2195 ext. 123.
Tree Planting Workshop to be held March 15
Private landowners interested in learning more about conservation tree planting are invited to attend a free tree planting workshop in Scottsbluff. The event, co-sponsored by the North Platte Natural Resources District and the Nebraska Forest Service/NRCS, will be held Thursday, March 15 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the North Platte NRD office located at 100547 Airport Road.

“The workshop will be aimed mainly at private landowners but is open to anyone with interest in tree planting,” said Conservation Forestry Specialist Tandy Wheeler. The workshop will cover the planting process from site prep to maintenance after planting.

According to Wheeler, the survival of tree seedlings can be greatly affected by incorrect site prep, wrong type or mishandling of planting stock, poor weather conditions for planting, no post-planting maintenance, and damage from wild and domestic animals. During this time of drought, one faulty step can lead to many replants next spring. 

The workshop will begin at 8:30 a.m. with registration until 9:00 a.m. Topics and speakers will include: 

9:00-9:30--Site Preparation for Tree Planting-Doak Nickerson, Nebraska Forest Service; 9:30-10:15--Tree Planting Stock/Root Pruning Demo-Rachel Allison, Nebraska Forest Service; 10:30-11:00--Tree Handling and Planting-Tandy Wheeler, Nebraska Forest Service; 11:00-11:30--Maintenance After Planting-Roy Lyles and Craig Uhrig, North Platte NRD; 11:30-12:00--Wildlife Damage and Control in Plantings-Andrew Pierson, Pheasants Forever. 
The workshop is free, open to the public and will include hand-out literature and a mid-morning break. Pre-registration is encouraged by calling the North Platte NRD office at (308) 632-2749. For more information, contact the NRD office or Wheeler at (308) 632-2195 ext. 123.
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