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Stakeholders support certification, voluntary metering

By KAY GROTE

NPNRD


The 23-member group responsible for developing a district-wide integrated management plan for groundwater and surface water use is making strides towards documenting water uses. The North Platte Natural Resources District Stakeholders group gave the thumbs up to a plan by the NPNRD board to certify all groundwater uses within the district. A rough draft of rules and regulations for certification of irrigated acres, public water supplies and other uses was reviewed by the board during their March 30 special meeting. The draft must now continue through the channels of full board approval and a public hearing process before it can go into effect later this year. 


The NPNRD board of directors as well as the Stakeholders group believes, however, that it will take a voluntary effort by the public, notably irrigators, to help quantify water uses within the district. The board of directors strongly encourage irrigators to the voluntarily use flow meters as a management and water saving tool. Cost share through the NRD is available to install flow meters.


“I think they (meters) are an effective tool for management. I use them and they’ve been of value,” said NPNRD director and Pumpkin Creek irrigator Pete Lapaseotes, Jr. “But I don’t think we’re ready to require them. We don’t want to regulate yet.”

Other board members believe now is the time to adopt the practice before the state or Mother Nature forces the issue. 


“If we go ahead with metering now, we’ll have the tools in place and be prepared in advance if and when allocation hits,” said NPNRD director Jerry Dillman. “We also need them in place to quantify our water use and defend the district against allegations of overuse.”


Many municipal water managers, including Pat Heath of the City of Gering, strongly favor water metering. 


During the Stakeholders April 4 meeting in Scottsbluff, Department of Natural Resources acting director Ann Bleed asked the group to identify the reasons why they would want metering. Under LB962, the installation of flow meters is not required in a fully appropriated area. Several members of the group cited the reason of quantifying groundwater uses as support. Others, including NPNRD board chairman John Maser, said they would still like to give water users the opportunity to voluntarily install meters rather than forcing their installation. 

“At this time the district can not afford to pay incentives to all the irrigators in the district to put on flow meters without some state incentives,” Maser said. “If they want us to start metering, they need to provide some assistance.”

Maser cited the reduction of irrigated acres, use of no-till farming practices, and the district’s moratorium on new well drilling as efforts toward an effective integrated management plan. 

The Stakeholders group agreed the district should strongly encourage the voluntary installation of flow meters on irrigation units. The NPNRD reserves the right to require flow meters in the case of allocation or in another emergency drought situation. 

