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NRD taking spring water level readings
By Kay Grote

NPNRD


This week the NRD trucks will begin traveling the country getting spring groundwater level readings.


According to water conservation coordinator Carl Roland, North Platte NRD technicians will begin taking water level measurements on Wednesday (March 15) at approximately 600 NRD monitoring wells and 250 privately owned irrigation wells throughout the five-county district. The process is expected to take 10 days. 


Roland said the measurements are taken on a bi-annual basis to help determine and track the fluctuations of groundwater levels at all areas within the district. 


“All our monitoring wells get measured twice a year. The spring readings are taken March 15 and the fall readings are taken October 15,” Roland said. “In addition to that, many of our monitoring wells are measured either weekly, bi-weekly or quarterly.”  


Last fall, October readings in the Pumpkin Creek Basin sub-area showed a slight levels increase in some areas including Lawrence Fork in western Morrill County, while no change or decreases in the western portion of the basin. NPNRD hydro geologist Chris Jutting contributed the increases to more rainfall in the Hull and Castle Rock areas. 

Roland explained that increases in water levels, however, don’t always indicate major improvements. An overall, over time average tells a more accurate story. 


“All of the water levels are measured to the hundredth of a foot,” Roland said. “So if we say a well is up, it might only be up a hundredth of a foot. What we want to see is a steady rise of levels over time.”


In addition to the 600 NRD monitoring wells, the district also takes levels readings from 250 privately owned irrigation wells. Roland said these wells are only checked for water levels.

Landowners working cooperatively with the NRD to allow readings taken from their wells receive a water levels data printout annually each spring. This printout shows the historic water levels readings from their well or wells in graph form. 


Roland said the spring water level readings in the valley are more accurate than fall readings because pumping and surface water run has stopped, allowing the aquifer time to stabilize. 
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