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Basin-wide water plan to be detailed during Water Policy Conference


Details will be given about a proposed basin-wide plan to protect ground and surface water during the 11th Annual North Platte River Basin Water Policy Conference to be held Wednesday, Feb. 15 at the Gering Civic Center. 


North Platte Natural Resources District general manager Ron Cacek will present what the district views as a fair and equitable plan for water users in the Platte River Basin from the Wyoming line to Kearney.  The seven-point plan was first presented January 31 to the North Platte NRD stakeholders group during their regular meeting in Bridgeport and then again February 1 to the basin-wide stakeholders group meeting in North Platte. The proposal was made in part as a response to an earlier proposal by Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District to cut streamflow depletions by 50 percent during times of drought in the Panhandle as part of a basin-wide integrated management plan. 

Cacek said the North Platte NRD’s proposal better addresses the concerns expressed by water users in the entire basin, rather than just the diminishing levels at Lake McConaughy. Cacek said any integrated management plan should also protect economic development in western Nebraska.


The North Platte NRD’s proposal includes provisions for limiting the use and further development of the basin’s groundwater and encourages practices which would help recharge the aquifer during normal years.

Methods include maintaining stays on new well drilling and expansion of irrigated acres, the possible use of regulatory controls including flow meters and allocations, developing a basin-wide drought management plan triggered by calls from upstream water managers. The plan would allow for the transfer of ground water through the use of offsets. The plan also includes the eradication of water-threatening invasive species Russian olives and Saltcedar along the basin and its tributaries. 


Cacek will further explain the elements and merits of the proposed plan during a presentation scheduled for 11 a.m. Wednesday during the conference. Other conference speakers will include Nebraska Department of Natural Resources acting director Ann Bleed, who will explain the Integrated Management Plan process, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation area manager John Lawson, UN-L climatologist Al Dutcher, Pathfinder Irrigation District manager Dennis Strauch, and Governors Advisory Council member Bob Busch. 


For more information about attending the Water Policy Conference and for a full schedule, contact the UN-L Panhandle Research and Extension Center at (308) 632-1365.  

