August 14, 2006

To the Editor:
The North Platte Natural Resources District would like to thank the Star-Herald for its bold statements made in the August 6 and August 13 issues concerning the Platte River Recovery and Implementation Program (PRRIP). In our opinion, its passage is in the best interest of the state’s water users and taxpayers. The PRRIP comes with a hefty price tag. But not signing it would prove to be even more costly. Financially and politically the state can not afford not to enter into the agreement. 
We would also like to acknowledge the comments made in the August 13 editorial “Water Policy” concerning the state’s NRDs’ failure to properly regulate ground water. That’s a contention we’ve faced before, and as the drought continues, we know the contentions will become more fervent. We, as the board and manager, have tried to the best of our ability and conscience, to implement the district’s ground water policy in a fair and equitable manner. We have tried to take into account the economic viability of the entire district when making decisions. 
We would like to point out that the North Platte NRD has been the forerunner of many water conservation practices in the state since the onset of the drought by implementing the following policies for ground water use in western Nebraska.
· 2001, a moratorium on the drilling of new wells in the Pumpkin Creek sub-area (First on Platte River System);
· 2002, a moratorium on the drilling of new wells for the entire district;
· 2003, an allocation on the use of ground water in the Pumpkin Creek Sub-area of 15 inches that was lowered to 14 inches. It is still in effect;
· 2004, DNR placed a stay on the expansion of irrigated acres which the NRD has maintained;
· 2006, 2,500 irrigated acres were retired by the landowners granting a conservation easement to the NRD. The NRD rescinded the certification to use ground water on these acres;
· 2006, rules and regulation for the certification of  all uses of ground water are being implemented;
· 2006, rules and regulations are being drafted for the transfer of ground water uses in the NRD

· The NPNRD is also in the process of developing an integrated management plan for surface water and ground water. We are exploring the potential for intentional recharge project to increase ground water in storage which contributes to base flow of the river and we’re considering using existing dams to store water during appropriate times to be released at critical times for maintaining stream flows.

Our efforts are focused on alleviating a stressed water aquifer while trying to minimize the negative economic impact on the local irrigators, residents and business owners. Without a doubt, the ongoing drought has exacerbated water issues. For some we are moving too fast, for others we’re not moving fast enough to implement ground water policy. One thing is for certain, we need to continue to make bold moves. Admittedly, many of those won’t be comfortable for everyone, but they must be made for the common good.

Respectfully,

John Maser, Chairman of the Board

Ron Cacek, General Manager
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