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Public invited to NPNRD Open House

The North Platte Natural Resources District will be holding their open house on Thursday, Nov. 16 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the new district office located at 100547 Airport Road in Scottsbluff. The public is invited to attend. 

An official ribbon cutting ceremony with the Scottsbluff/Gering United Chamber of Commerce will be held at 5:00 p.m. in the office lobby. The open house will be the official welcoming of the public to tour the NRD’s new district office, meet the staff, learn about new and existing programs, participate in drawings for door prizes, and enjoy refreshments. 

In January 2006 the North Platte NRD board of directors submitted a sealed bid of $277,500 to the City of Scottsbluff. The property, known formerly as the CBIT Building, included 3.63 acres and a 24,000 square foot building. The district worked with architect Rex Petersen to design additional offices and an interior tree cooler. Remodeling began in May 2006 with Rusch Construction, Inc. as general contractor. The remodeling project was completed within 90 days and the staff made the move in mid-August from their former location on Rundell Road in Gering. 

After investing approximately $200,000 for remodeling, the former warehouse and classroom building is now more functional, attractive, and serves as a central meeting venue for the board of directors. The shop area is large enough to house the District’s fleet of vehicles, conservation equipment, and new walk-in tree cooler. The large conference room and a smaller meeting/education room better accommodate the public and district events. Since relocating in August, the district has hosted all its regular board meetings, stakeholders meetings, press conferences, and the 2006 Western Region Land Judging contest. 
According to NPNRD general manager Ron Cacek, to build a similar facility from the ground up would have cost approximately $1.3 million. 
