NORTH PLATTE NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT
Public Hearing – Pumpkin Creek Basin Sub-Area Allocation of Groundwater
and the Revision of Pumpkin Creek Basin Rules & Regulations
October 16, 2008

A public hearing was held on Thursday, October 16, 2008 at the Banner County High School Gymnasium, 200 School Street, Harrisburg, Nebraska to take public comment on the proposed groundwater allocation for the Pumpkin Creek Basin Sub-Area of 12 inches per certified irrigated acre per year; and on the proposed formatting changes to the existing Rules and Regulations for the Pumpkin Creek Basin Sub-Area. Public notice of the hearing was published in the Scottsbluff Star-Herald on September 19, 26, and October 3, 2008. The hearing was held in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. Board Chairman John Maser declared the hearing open at 7:00 p.m. 
Board members present: Gary Darnall, George Hall, Pete Lapaseotes, David Ostdiek, Arden Wohlers, and John Maser. Others present: Ron Cacek, Jeff Sprock, Colleen Steele, and Greg Jackson, North Platte NRD;  Tim Anderson and a court reporter from Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District; Sandra Hansen, Star-Herald; audience members Bob Gifford, Bob Gifford Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Rex Nielsen, David Soule, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Van Pelt, and Bill Reuter. 
Chairman Maser read a synopsis of the rules: “The Rules and Regulations for the Pumpkin Creek Basin Groundwater Management Sub-Area, Amended 2006 states: “Each certified irrigated tract is hereby granted an allocation of 14 acre-inches per acre per water year commending October 15. 2003.” The rules also state “The District’s Board of Directors shall review these rules after the end of every water year. The District may amend, reduce, increase or make subject to limitations any or all allocations thereafter upon notice and hearing.” 
Chairman Maser explained that the North Platte NRD has conducted weekly, monthly, and annual collection of ground water levels data from monitoring wells located within the sub-basin area and has recorded a consistent decline in static ground water levels in most areas of the basin. In addition, since 2001, the average precipitation in the Pumpkin Creek Basin sub-area has fallen well below average normal levels due to an ongoing drought. Because of these factors, the Board finds it in the best interest of the district to protect the ground water resources from excessive use which has shown to have an adverse effect on the aquifer. After extensive review of and consultation about the ground water levels in the Pumpkin Creek Basin sub-area, the North Platte NRD Board of Directors proposes lowering the existing annual ground water allocation of 14-inches to 12 acre-inches per certified irrigated acre annually. The 12-inch ground water allocation will continue under the NRD’s current allocation rules for Pumpkin Creek. Carryover for the 2007 irrigation season will be based on the 14-inch allocation. Subsequent three years the carryover will be a maximum of 50 percent of the 12-inch allocation. 
Chairman Maser explained that the Rules and Regulations for the Pumpkin Creek Basin Groundwater Management Sub-Area were last amended in 2006. Since that time it has become necessary to update the formatting and referencing system of the Rules and Regulations to coincide with the District’s existing Rules and Regulations for the Enforcement of the Nebraska ground Water Management and Protection Act. The proposed changes to the existing Rules and Regulations have caused little deviation from their previous content.  
Following the statement, Chairman Maser called for testimony to be received.
	Ron Cacek, North Platte NRD General Manager, read a letter from Nebraska Department of Natural Resources Acting Director Brian P. Dunnigan, which was offered in accordance with Neb. Rev. State. 46-743. The letter expressed full support for the change in the Pumpkin Creek Basin allocation from 14 inches to 12 inches. The Department offered no specific comments regarding the format of the rules and suggested review of some of the provisions not subject to this hearing be reviewed prior to the inclusion into the Integrated Management Plan. Mr. Dunnigan’s letter is filed with these minutes.
	Rex Nielsen presented written testimony on behalf of Spear T Ranch Corporation, which he read.  He expressed disagreement with the allocation concept and concern that the controls are not effective, there is no time table, and the suggestions of Spear T Ranch have been ignored. Mr. Nielsen’s written testimony is filed with these minutes.
	Tim Anderson of Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District presented a petition, a study of the Pumpkin Creek allocation by Lytle Water Solutions, and a written statement from CNPPID, which he read.  He suggested that the allocations have been ineffective because they don’t go far enough, and indicated that the studies showed that an 8,000 acre foot total allocation for all ground water irrigators in the Pumpkin Creek Basin would lead to some recovery. Mr. Anderson’s written testimony is filed with these minutes.
	With no further testimony to be presented, Chair Maser declared the hearing closed at 7:27 p.m. 
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