NORTH PLATTE NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT
Public Hearing for Chapter 6--Allocation of Ground Water 
and Amendments to Chapters 1 and 4 
of the North Platte Natural Resources District Rules and Regulations
December 11, 2008

	A public hearing was held on Thursday, December 11, 2008, at the North Platte NRD conference room, 100547 Airport Road, Scottsbluff, Nebraska for the purpose of gathering public comment on the adoption of proposed Chapter 6 – Allocation of Ground Water and the amending of Chapters 1 and 4 of the North Platte Natural Resources District Rules and Regulations for the Enforcement of the Nebraska Ground Water Management and Protection Act. 
Prior to the commencement of the public hearing, an informational meeting was held. Board Chairman John Maser called this meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and informed the public of the Open Meetings Act posted on the wall of the meeting room. Directors present were Gerald Dillman, George Hall, Jim Hass, Dave Ostdiek, Arden Wohlers, and John Maser. Other present were Ron Cacek, Kay Grote, David Christian, Colleen Steel, Roy Lyles, Greg Jackson, and Jeff Sprock, North Platte NRD; Larry Hubbard, KNEB radio; representatives of KOTA television; and audience members Tim Riggs, Gary Stone, Bob Busch, and Tim Anderson. 
Ron Cacek presented an overview of the proposed Chapter 6 rules, including the reasons necessitating the development of rules and regulations for the allocation of ground water. Cacek explained that the proposed allocation is 18 inches per acres per water year. Cacek also explained the proposed amendments to Chapters 1 and 4. These amendments included the addition of 12 new definitions, and provisions for the use of backup wells in Chapter 1; and provisions for NRD employees entering upon property to inspect flow meters in Chapter 4. Cacek then called for a question/answer period. One question was asked for the explanation of penalties for any over pumping. 
With no further questions from the audience, Chairman Maser opened the public hearing to receive official public comment.
Chairman Maser declared the public hearing open at 4:29 p.m. and read the following statement: 
“Notice of this hearing was given to the public by publishing legal notices in the Scottsbluff Star-Herald on November 19, 26, and December 3, 2008. News releases were sent to local media, including the Star-Herald, KNEB radio, and KDUH television. Information, including the full text of the drafts of these rules and regulations, were provided on the district’s website. 
	 “Any person may present any testimony or evidence either orally or written on matters relevant to the business and purpose of this hearing. If you wish to testify, please come forward to the table, sign the sheet, and state for the record your full name, address and who you are representing. This hearing is being audio recorded.
	“I will now give a synopsis of the items to be discussed during this hearing:
	“Due to the ongoing drought and declining ground water levels within the North Platte Natural Resources District, and due to meeting the requirements of LB962 passed in 2004 and the requirements of the Platte River Recovery Implementation Program, the Board of Directors has determined it necessary to set allocation rules for the over appropriated area of the District. Proposed Chapter 6-Allocation of Ground Water is for all areas in the District designated as over appropriated, except the Pumpkin Creek Basin sub-area. 
“The proposed rules state that any ground water use that is not certified in accordance with existing Certification rules cannot receive an allocation without providing an offset of such water use. Ground water shall be allocated among certified uses commencing in Water Year 2008-2009. The proposed rules and regulations outline specific requirements for the allocation for irrigated acres; allocation for livestock; and allocation for other uses. Base allocation for irrigated uses has been set at 18 inches per acre per water year. Specific allocation allowances for livestock and other uses have been outlined in the proposed rules. Rules have also been provided for the carry forward of any unused allocation up to fifty percent of the allocation. 
Twelve definitions related to the allocation of ground water were also developed and required to be inserted into the listing of definitions in existing Chapter 1. Amendments to the existing Rules and Regulations for the allowance of backup wells and District employees and agents entering upon property for the purpose of reading and checking meters and wells are also proposed.  Enforcement of these proposed rules will be in accordance with State Statute and the District’s existing rules for enforcement.
“We welcome your input, comments, questions, or concerns about these proposed rules. 
I would like to read into the record a letter of testimony from Brian Dunnigan, Director of the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources.”
Ron Cacek read a letter Dated December 10, 2008, addressed to John Maser, Chair of the North Platte Natural Resources District in which Mr. Dunnigan recognized that the overappropriated portion of the District presents “significant integrated management challenges related to the requirements of statute and the Platte River Recovery and Implementation Program.” Mr. Dunnigan cited the work that has been and continues to be done on the IMP process and the “different types or levels of management activity will be needed to meet these obligations.” Mr. Dunnigan called the NRD’s proposed allocation rules a “step in the right direction.” Mr. Dunnigan’s letter is on file with the record of this hearing. 
Chairman Maser then called for public comment from the attending public. Tim Anderson, Communications Director with Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District entered into the record a letter dated May 7, 2008 from Don Kraus, General Manger CNPPID to Ron Cacek, General Manager of North Platte NRD which referred to Resolution 08-2, calling “an allocation of 6.7 inches for ground water wells within the NPNRD is appropriate for 2009,” and also entered into record Resolution 08-2. Both the letter and Resolution 08-2 are on file with the record of this hearing.
There were no other comments from the public. 
Chairman Maser declared the hearing closed at 4:34 p.m. 
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