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NPNRD opts for three cent increase

The North Platte Natural Resources District board of directors has opted to take advantage of a one-time levy override to help cover costs of complying with state mandated ground water regulations. 

During the annual Budget and Final Tax Request hearings held Thursday (Sept. 14) night, the NRD board voted to increase the district’s total levy by three cents to .078297 for Fiscal Year 2007. NPNRD General Manager Ron Cacek explained that due to special provisions made by the state legislature in LB1226, the state’s natural resources districts have only one year to increase their tax levies by three cents. The additional revenue must be used for costs associated with programs and conservation practices needed to comply with the state’s new water law, LB962. 

Districts statewide that are required to return their ground water use to 1997 levels, such as those in the overapproapriated Platte River Basin, are beginning to incur additional expenses as they implement programs including irrigated acre retirement, special Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) incentives, invasive species removal and other efforts.  Through the LB1226 provision, such districts are allowed to raise their levies an additional three cents in 2007, two cents in 2008 and 2009. 

 “Basically, they put the taxing authority back onto the local districts,” Cacek said of the state’s legislative decision. 

In August the NRD’s budget subcommittee conducted a line-item review of the district’s proposed FY-07 budget. After adjustments, the group made a recommendation to include $800,000 for the additional taxing levy allowed by LB1226. The district’s total 2006-2007 property tax request is $2,136,713.30. Last year’s levy was .054684. The three-cents represent a 41 percent increase. The district’s maximum allowed levy is 8.5 cents per $100 valuation. 
 “I really don’t like doing it, but it is a one time deal and considering our situation, I feel like this is the right thing to do,” board chairman John Maser said of the increase. “It wasn’t our first choosing, but the state enacted the law that allowed us to raise and use the money.”
Cacek said the additional revenue will be used specifically for more irrigated acre retirement programs throughout the district and studies and incentives needed to comply with LB962 and the pending Platte River Recovery Implementation Program. 
Such programs that the district has already committed to include a study with the U.S. Geological Survey of the district’s canals to determine leakage rates and locations and a feasibility study with Natural Resources Conservation Service for using existing dams in the district to augment flows into the North Platte River. Cacek said such studies may result in intentional recharge projects which will help maintain western Nebraska ground water aquifers and improve the base flows of the North Platte River. 
