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NPNRD to review flow meter rules

Public comment was minimal at a public hearing Wednesday on proposed requirements for flow meters in the North Platte Natural Resources District. However, several landowners had questions concerning the physical installation of meters, including modifying their existing well and pipe systems to meet installation requirements. 

The North Platte NRD’s draft of rules for installation and use of flow meters require that meters must be installed at the well. That rule would require some producers to make major modifications to their existing configurations.  It’s an issue, said board chairman John Maser, which would have to addressed on a case-by-case basis. The board would take into account the size of well, pipe, and manufacturer specifications for each meter brand.

Little comment was given on the draft of rules as written or on the requirement of flow meter use.  
“As water concerns escalate, the North Platte NRD has come under scrutiny by downstream water users for its alleged excessive and unregulated pumping of groundwater,” Maser said during the hearing’s opening statement. “The board of directors believes an accurate quantifying of the district’s groundwater uses would provide for a sound defense against such allegations.”    

 The proposed rules state that flow meters shall be permanently installed on all regulated water wells within the overappropriated area of the District on or before May 1, 2008 with the exception of the Pumpkin Creek Basin sub-area; and flow meters must be installed at each well according to manufacturer’s specifications and calibrated to pipe size. The rules also give guidelines for violations, inspections, maintenance and rules for enforcement. 

The proposed rules state a list of board approved flow meter brands will be kept current at the District office. Only meters included on the list will be allowed for the installation, use or replacement on regulated wells within the district; be considered conforming flow meters by the board of directors; and will be allowed to receive cost-share assistance. 

According to NPNRD general manager Ron Cacek, the board will be reviewing this list of approved flow meter brands and will review the draft of proposed rules and regulations prior to final adoption at the next regular board meeting on March 8. The meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. at the NPNRD District Office conference room, 100547 Airport Road, Scottsbluff. This meeting is open to the public. Cacek encourages anyone with questions or concerns about flow meters to contact the office prior to the March 8 meeting by calling (308) 632-2749.  
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