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NPNRD sets hearing for Flow Meter rules

The North Platte Natural Resources District has drafted rules and regulations for the installation and use of flow meters. A public hearing to gather public input and comments about these rules will be held at 3 p.m. Feb. 28, at the North Platte NRDs conference room, 100547 Airport Road in Scottsbluff. 

At the Nov. 9 regular board meeting, the North Platte NRD board of directors voted unanimously to require the installation and use of flow meters on all irrigation wells within the overappropirated area of the district. The deadline for flow meter installation is May 1, 2008. The move toward metering came after months of work by the board’s water resources to come up with ways of dealing with drought-related water shortage issues and allegations by down stream water users of over-pumping in the North Platte NRD. The NRD board of directors agrees that the best way to substantiate ground water use is through metering. 

Since the November decision, landowner interest in applying for cost-share assistance on flow meter installation has been brisk and landowners are now beginning to purchase their flow meters in preparation for installation. According to NRD general manager Ron Cacek, these rules and regulations will guide landowners in making purchase and installation decisions. 
Copies of the draft Chapter 4—Installation and Use of Flow Meters are available for review at the District office or on the District’s website, www.npnrd.org. Landowners or dealers with specific questions concerning flow meters are encouraged to call the District office at (308) 632-2749.
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