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Flow meter funding is stretched
Landowners urged to submit cost-share applications

In order to stretch available money for cost-share assistance on flow meters, the North Platte Natural Resources District board of directors has reduced the maximum payment from $595 per meter to $350. The action, it is intended, will allow more property owners to take advantage of cost share assistance to install flow meters on their wells. 
The district requires the installation and use of flow meters on all regulated wells in the overappropriated areas of the district by May 1, 2008. 
The response for flow meter cost-share assistance has been strong in the past three weeks since the flow meter regulation was approved at the Nov. 9 board meeting. The board obligated funds to approximately 460 applications at their Dec. 14 board meeting. According to North Platte NRD general manager Ron Cacek, the budgeted unobligated flow meter funds in the amount of $76,526.28 have been tapped by these early applications. The funds were available on a first-come, first-served basis.

In order to provide additional cost-share assistance, the board agreed to designate another $385,000 in FY07. Those funds will be generated from Platte River Cooperative Assistance funds and a portion of the three-cent levy increase passed in September. This cost-share assistance, now $350 per meter, will also be available on a first-come first served basis. Landowners are encouraged to apply now to ensure a portion of the funds. 
A review of funding options will also be conducted again this spring. Cacek said funding for FY08 could also become available. 
“We encourage landowners to go ahead and get their applications in for the cost-share,” Cacek said. “We want to help as many as we can. Applications not getting funded this go-round will be put on a waiting list for future funding.”

The board also approved a draft of rules and regulations for the installation and use of flow meters, which will now be sent to the state for review. Meters that are being cost-shared on must be one of the following brands: McCrometer, SeaMetrics, Geyser and Sparling. Landowners are urged to contact their meter dealer as soon as possible to place orders and set installation dates.

To apply for flow meter cost-share, contact your local NRCS office or call the North Platte NRD office at (308) 632-2749 or view the district website at www.npnrd.org for complete information. 






