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Pumpkin Creek EQIP deadline extended

The sign-up deadline for the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) Special Initiative for Pumpkin Creek Basin has been extended to Feb. 16. Landowners in the Pumpkin Creek Basin groundwater management sub-area are encouraged to take advantage of this extension to get enrolled in the permanent acre retirement program. Application can be made through your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office. 
According to NRCS State Conservationist Steve Chick, the deadline was extended for several targeted areas in the state due to the recent power outages that disrupted NRCS operations and to put conservation dollars where they are most needed. 

The federal program funds have been combined with local funding from the North Platte Natural Resources District to offer Pumpkin Creek basin landowners up to $450 per acre to take cropland out of irrigated production. Four options of retiring acres are: the establishment of native grass, the establishment of tame pasture or hay, the conversion to dryland crops or the establishment of wildlife habitat.
Last year approximately 2,400 acres of irrigated ground were permanently retired. The program was made available again this year in hopes of retiring another 2,500 acres. To date, approximately 750 acres have been enrolled in the program.
North Platte NRD general manager Ron Cacek reminds landowners if the program is not utilized, the funds will not continue. 
“Last year we were pleased with the response. We took out nearly 2,500 acres in the Pumpkin Creek basin,” Cacek said. “But if landowners are no longer interested in the incentives, we won’t offer it again. We’ll have to use some other ways to deal with the issues.”

For more information or to sign up, contact the NRCS offices in Scottsbluff, Harrisburg or Bridgeport, or the North Platte NRD in Scottsbluff at (308) 632-2749.  
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