NORTH PLATTE NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT
For Immediate Release

Nov. 6, 2006

For more information contact Ron Cacek or Kay Grote, (308) 632-2759

Garden, Sioux County landowners need to certify ground water uses
Garden and southern Sioux County landowners are reminded that the North Platte Natural Resources District now requires the certification of all ground water uses within the district. The North Platte NRD staff is currently taking appointments and meeting with landowners to help them complete the certification process. Deadline for certification of ground water uses in Garden and southern Sioux County is Jan. 1, 2007. 

According to NPNRD General Manager Ron Cacek, certification of ground water uses is required to satisfy the Integrated Management Planning process outlined by Nebraska’s 2004 water law LB962 for the entire fully-appropriated area. Rules for the Certification of Ground Water Uses in the North Platte NRD went into effect Oct. 12.

Certification of ground water uses includes irrigation, public water supplies, industrial and other uses including golf courses and ground water sources for recreation areas. Domestic and range livestock wells are exempt from certification. The Certification rules and regulations cover all areas of the district excluding the Pumpkin Creek Basin, which has its own set of rules and regulations for ground water use. 

Landowners in Garden County can begin the certification process by calling Marilyn Howerter at (308) 772-3743 to set an appointment. NRD staff members Roy Lyles and Craig Uhrig will be in the Oshkosh office to meet with landowners as scheduled. Sioux County landowners can contact the district office in Scottsbluff at 632-2749 for their appointments. 

Information that will be required to complete certification include aerial photographs or maps of irrigated tracts of land, registration numbers of wells historically used to irrigate each tract, sources of irrigation water other than groundwater, USDA-FSA records and FSA Form 578 for Program Year 2004. 

The schedule for completion of certification is Jan. 1, 2007 for all of Garden and southern Sioux Counties; May 1, 2007 for all of Morrill and Banner Counties; and Jan. 1, 2008 for all of Scotts Bluff County. Producers are welcome to complete their certification at any time prior to these deadlines. 

The complete text of rules for Certification of Ground Water Uses is posted on the district’s website, www.npnrd.org or can be viewed at the district office. For more information, please stop at the NRD office at 100547 Airport Road, Scottsbluff or call 632-2749.  
