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NPNRD to hold public hearings Friday

The North Platte Natural Resources District will hold two public hearings Friday to receive public comment on new rules for the development of the Integrated Management Plan, revisions to the district’s existing rules and regulations, and proposed rules and regulations for the certification of ground water uses. The public hearings will begin at 7:00 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. at the Gering Civic Center.


At 7 p.m., the board of directors will review the proposed Rules of Practice and Procedure, which lists the types of scientific data and other information the district will consider when developing the Integrated Management Plan. This list of Rules of Practice and Procedure, required per state statute, includes historical uses of ground water, ground water supplies, supplemental water sources, and other data. 


The second hearing, scheduled for 7:15 p.m., will allow public comment on proposed revisions to the district’s existing Rules and Regulations for the Enforcement of the Nebraska Ground Water Management and Protection Act. According to NPNRD manager Ron Cacek, most of these revisions are minor in nature and the content and intent of the rules and regulations have changed little. They have been updated with a new numbering system, which allows for more effective and easier referencing. The last revisions to the existing rules and regulations were done in 1997. 


Public comment will also be taken on the proposed rules for Certification of Ground Water Uses, which have been incorporated into the existing rules and regulations as Chapter 3. 



“Because of requirements brought about by the state’s new water law, the district needed to adopt rules for Certification,” Cacek said. 


Under the proposed rules, all ground water uses, with the exception of domestic and range livestock use shall be required to be certified with the records being maintained by the district. The rules for Certification cover the entire district except the area known as the Pumpkin Creek Basin Sub-Area, which already has in place rules and regulations for certification of ground water. 


Cacek said certification of ground water will help the district better quantify ground water use and satisfy requirements of new state law. 

For more information about the public hearings or to receive copies of the proposed drafts, stop by the district office located at 100547 Airport Road in Scottsbluff during regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday or call (308) 632-2749. The complete text of public notices and drafts can also be viewed on the NPNRD’s website at www.npnrd.org. 
