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NPNRD prepares rules for Certification
By Kay Grote

North Platte NRD


The North Platte Natural Resources District has prepared its draft of rules and regulations for the Certification of Ground Water Uses for public hearing. Pending approval of the draft by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, a hearing date will be set for late August.

According to NPNRD General Manager Ron Cacek, certification of ground water uses is required to satisfy the Integrated Management Planning process outlined by Nebraska’s 2004 water law LB962 for the entire fully-appropriated area. Certification of ground water, which is the verification of wells currently in use, will allow the NRD to know more accurately how much ground water is being used within the district. Certification will include irrigation, public water supplies, industrial and other uses including golf courses and ground water sources for recreation areas. Domestic and range livestock wells are exempt from certification. The Certification rules and regulations will cover all areas of the district excluding the Pumpkin Creek Basin, which has its own set of rules and regulations for ground water use. 

Information that will be needed to complete the certification process will include aerial photographs or maps of irrigated tracts of land, registration numbers of wells historically used to irrigate each tract, sources of irrigation water other than groundwater, USDA-FSA records and/or county assessor records. 


Most of the state’s natural resources districts located within fully-appropriated areas now require certification as part of their ground water management plans. Once approved, certification will go into affect in 2007. 


There has been some confusion about ground water regulations within the NPNRD due to recent developments of rules in neighboring districts. The Upper Niorbrara-White NRD, which includes northern Sioux, Dawes, Box Butte and Sheridan counties, and the South Platte NRD consisting of Kimball, Cheyenne, and Deuel counties have in force or are developing different regulatory rules pertaining to ground water. Check with these districts for their specific rules.

At this time, the North Platte NRD, which includes all of Scotts Bluff, Morrill, Garden and Banner counties and the southern third of Sioux County, does not enforce an allocation except in the Pumpkin Creek Basin. In March the board of directors discussed the required use of flow meters in the district. The board agreed flow meters are a valuable management tool but did not mandate their use upon irrigators. 


“It’s an issue we’ll have to revisit,” said director Jerry Dillman of Mitchell. “If we need to quantify the water used in this district, flow meters need to be used.”


The NPNRD currently has a cost-share program available to help irrigators install flow meters. The NPNRD reimburses landowners 50 percent of the cost of buying and installing flow meters. The money is available on a first-come, first-served basis.  
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