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NPNRD efforts staff off lawsuit
The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District’s board of directors voted to delay pending legal action against groundwater users in the Pumpkin Creek watershed because of progress in discussion with representatives from the North Platte Natural Resources District. 

The CNPPID board approved a motion to postpone a decision on litigation until the April 2, 2007 monthly meeting. Central is seeking to protect its water rights and its water supply in Lake McConaughy from impacts associated with groundwater development above the lake. Central asserts that an increase in groundwater pumping by wells hydrologically connected to the North Platte River has significantly reduced the volume of water entering Lake McConaughy. 

During the Sept. 4 meeting, the Central board had postponed until this month’s meeting a motion to begin the litigation process. Since that time, discussions among representatives from Central and the NPNRD have produced enough progress toward a resolution of groundwater/surface water issues to justify another postponement. 

“In light of a certain degree of progress during discussions with the North Platte NRD, we hope that further discussions will allow us to move toward a resolution of this issue,” said Central General Manager Don Kraus. “By delaying litigation, we are allowing the negotiating process to continue without the distraction of litigation. However, that option remains on the table and could be exercised at the April 2 meeting.”

North Platte NRD has been represented at the discussions by directors Gary Darnall of Harrisburg, Gerald Dillman of Mitchell, Myron Lembke of Bridgeport and Dave Deines of Gering, who make up the NRDs water resources sub-committee; general manager Ron Cacek and information coordinator Kay Grote. 

The North Platte NRD initiated the talks in September to address accusations of overuse and a proposal made by Central to cut river depletions in the district by 50 percent. The NRD also offered options to help develop a joint drought management plan to help the basin’s ground water and surface water users share water responsibly during water shortened years. 

The water resource committee, have worked with local surface water managers and advisors to develop recommendations for action by the NRD board. Among those was the quantifying of groundwater by the means of metering. The full board voted unanimously at their Nov. 9 meeting to require the installation and use of flow meters on all irrigation wells in the overappropriated area of the district. Currently, the staff is working to certify all ground water uses in the district and the board, at their November meeting, voted unanimously to commit district funds to another year of paying Pumpkin Creek landowners to permanently retire irrigated acres. 

Representatives from both Central and NPNRD have agreed that the 90-day process has been productive and laid groundwork for future negotiations and could ultimately result in a basin-wide integrated water management plan.

“We’ve done more in the last 90 days through this process than we could have ever accomplished through the courts,” said director Dave Deines. 
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