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OGALLALA – The North Platte Natural Resources District initiated talks with Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District last week to try to establish common ground in dealing with ongoing water shortages. Representatives from the two boards met Friday, Sept. 1 at Lake McConaughy to acknowledge the ongoing drought and the water shortages it has caused in the North Platte River Basin. 

The two groups discussed the proposal put forth by CNPPID in January which calls for approximately 50-percent reduction in streamflow depletions during water shortened years from irrigators in western Nebraska. The irrigation district contended in their proposal that the shortages in Lake McConaughy were due in part by unregulated well development in the Panhandle. Friday’s meeting was an attempt by both entities to jointly address western and central Nebraska’s water shortage issues.

At the meeting, CNPPID directors explained some of their reasoning behind their proposal’s emphasis on upstream ground water users and pointed to what they considered issues of equity.  CNPPID irrigators have had restricted deliveries the past three years. 

 
“We want to work together to prolong the use of water for everyone in the basin,” said CNPPID director Scott Olson of Minden. “But to do that we need equal regulations to protect the resource.”

North Platte NRD, during Friday’s meeting, presented an outline of efforts that the district and its ground water users have made since the onset of the drought there in 2000. Those efforts include moratoriums on well drilling, ground water allocations in the Pumpkin Creek Basin sub-area of the district, and irrigated acre retirement. The district is also near finalization of its rules and regulations for the certification of all ground water uses within the district. 


NPNRD directors presented a list of possible regulations they would be willing to develop to further protect ground water levels and help fill depleting streams and tributaries into the North Platte River. “This drought is totally unprecedented,” said NPNRD director Gerald Dillman of Mitchell. “We’re going to have to work together for any of us to survive it.”

CNPPID representatives said they gained a better understanding of the plight of water users in the district above Lake McConaughy and their efforts to manage through the drought. The consensus was they were willing to work with the NRD and explore ideas for an equitably agreeable drought management plan.

Representatives from both boards and managers Ron Cacek of NPNRD and Don Kraus of CNPPID said the meeting was positive and laid the ground work for future cooperative efforts between the two entities. The group will continue to meet with the objective of developing framework by December for a drought management plan which could include quantifying ground water uses throughout the Platte River Basin and agreed upon triggers for implementing emergency drought practices. Such a plan could ultimately be part of the basin-wide integrated management plan as required by LB962. 
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