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NPNRD focuses on issues with Central

Representatives from the North Platte NRD are cautiously optimistic following a four hour meeting Tuesday with Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District. The purpose of the meeting was to get back on track with talks aimed at developing a joint drought management plan for the upper Platte River Basin. 
“The meeting went better than we anticipated,” said North Platte NRD general manager Ron Cacek. “We were able to set down and come to agreement on a few concepts for a plan. Other concepts will need more work, but we both expressed a desire to continue meeting.”

The talks, which the North Platte NRD initiated last September as an attempt to address water shortages and develop better drought management practices above and below Lake McConaughy, took a detour in February with the threat of litigation by Central’s board against either groundwater users in the Pumpkin Creek Basin or the NRD.  Central and eastern Nebraska water users have criticized the North Platte NRD for allowing unregulated use of groundwater, which they consider a threat to water supplies in Lake McConaughy and the Platte River. 

“We didn’t focus on that,” Cacek said of the litigation threat. “We wanted to keep the meeting positive and try to address the issues that we and Central can begin working on jointly right now.”

Concepts that garnered some consensus included the use of triggers based on percentage differences between river inflows at Guernsey, Wyo. and outflows at Lewellen; intentional groundwater recharge projects using existing NRD dams located near Lake McConaughy; the eradication and management of invasive species along the river and its tributaries; and considering the overall economic impact of the upper Platte River basin when additional regulations and management practices are implemented. 
Central officials said they would still like to see a “significant commitment to water use reductions” in western Nebraska, but expressed support for the concepts that were brought to the table on Tuesday. 

“It’s a nice meshing of where we initially came from,” said Central’s natural resources manager Mike Drain. 
Cacek said he is “cautiously optimistic” about negotiations with Central, citing that their main objective remains to increase levels at Lake McConaughy. Cacek explained that the meeting Tuesday involved only a representation of Central’s full working board, which will meet on Friday to review the progress of Tuesday’s meeting to consider their options of pursuing litigation or continuing work with the NRD.  
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