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North Platte NRD receives funds for classroom resource education

Education programs available through the North Platte Naturural Resources Program will be greatly enhanced thanks to a generous contribution made through the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office. 
Attorney General Jon Bruning was in Scottsbluff Tuesday, Oct. 24 to present a check in the amount of $3,000 to the North Platte NRD to be used specifically for environmental education programs. The contribution is a portion of a total of $69,000 given to the Nebraska Association of Natural Resources. Each of the state’s 23 NRDs received an equal portion of funds. 

The money was made available through the Attorney General’s Environmental Court Ordered Settlement Fund. The fund is comprised of voluntary payments collected in court-approved settlements from entities that have violated state and federal environmental regulations.

 

“The NRDs are a main provider of environmental education in the state, particularly in our schools,” Bruning said. “Helping prevent environmental problems in the future and investing in the health and well-being of our children is an ideal way to use these funds.”

The NRDs currently provide numerous environmental education programs, including educator workshops, the Leopold Education Project, Project Wild, Natural Resources Educator of the Year and many other environmental education programs.

North Platte NRD board chairman John Maser of Minatare said the focus of environmental education in western Nebraska needs to be on soil, trees, and ground water. 
“Today, school children are taught a global view of conservation,” Maser said. “Our challenge is to provide educational opportunities to children, their parents and teachers, so that they will develop a common sense approach to protecting and properly utilizing our natural resources right here in western Nebraska.”

According to NRD Information and Education Coordinator Kay Grote, a portion of the money will be used for the purchase of a ground water demonstration model, additional reading and worksheet materials, classroom water conservation kits, and help develop curriculum based on practical land use and conservation.

 

