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NRD board elects 2006 officers


GERING--The directors of the North Platte Natural Resources District held their election of officers Thursday afternoon (1/12/06) in Gering. 


John Maser of Minatare was elected chairman of the nine-member board. As chairman, Maser recognizes the challenges that lie ahead for the board and the district.

“One of the issues is the ongoing water situation in the Pumpkin Creek basin,” Maser said, referring to efforts by the NRD to reduce the number of irrigated acres and regulate water use in order to return stream and North Platte River flows to those prior to the pre-drought years in the late 1990s.

“I’m encouraged that we are going in the right direction by getting more land out of production in the Pumpkin Creek area,” Maser said. He commends irrigators throughout the district for their continuing efforts to voluntarily reduce groundwater usage and adopt water-saving management practices, which help preserve the aquifer. The board is also encouraged by the work being done to remove water-costly invasive species Russian olive and saltcedar in the Nine Mile Creek area. 

“We’re starting to get some recognition at the local, state and federal levels on our invasive species program,” Maser said. “We’re real excited about that.”


Maser said the board will also continue to work toward developing a district and basin-wide integrated management plan through the 23-member stakeholders group. He said one of the challenges is working with all the different entities, from groundwater and surface water irrigators to municipalities, power districts and industry.


“We are very aware of the needs not only of irrigators, but of industry and 
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economic development,” Maser said. “We need to continue to work on a solution that protects irrigation in western Nebraska and also ensures that we have water available for economic development.”

Maser owns a farming operation in the Minatare area and has been on the NPNRD board since 2001.


Gary Darnall, a farm, ranch and feedlot operator in central Banner County, was elected vice chairman. Darnall has served as director for Sub-district 3 since 2003.


Arden Wohlers was elected board secretary. Wohlers, who serves as director for Sub-district 2, is a ranch owner and Extension Veterinarian at the Panhandle Research and Extension Center in Scottsbluff. He has been on the board since 2005.


Ted Cannon of Scottsbluff will serve a second year as the board’s treasurer. He has served as director for Sub-district 2 since 2003. 

Jerry Dillman was elected as representative to the Nebraska Association of Resources Districts board based in Lincoln. Dillman has served as Sub-district 1 director since 1999. He farms near Mitchell.

Other board members include Dave Deines of Gering, Sub-district 3 director since 2005; Myron Lembke of Bridgeport, Sub-district 4 director since 1999; George Hall of Bridgeport, Sub-district 4 director since 2005; and Pete Lapaseotes, Jr. of Bridgeport, Director at Large since 2005. 
--0--

PAGE  
1

