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Flow meters could protect district

The accurate measurement of water use could become a strong defense in many water disputes, whether between states, districts, or neighbors. 

The use of flow meters, though not warmly embraced, is becoming more acknowledged and accepted. Landowners who have been required to use the monitoring gauges on their pivots and pumps are beginning to laud their merits. 

“I think they’ve really made an improvement in our management of water,” said irrigator and NPNRD director Pete Lapaseotes. 


Lapaseotes was among the hundreds of landowners in the Pumpkin Creek basin who were required by the NRD in 2003 to install flow meters for better groundwater management in that sub-area. Flow meters are also required in the Lisco-Oshkosh-Lewellen groundwater management sub-area. Throughout other areas of the district, they are not.

Due to the accountability of groundwater use required by LB962, water users and managers are beginning to recognize flow meters as valuable tools for measuring and managing water use. Flow meters could also go a long way toward protecting the district’s water supplies in the future.


As the district and basin-wide integrated management plan process progresses, more attention is being focused on ways to get the fully-appropriated Platte River basin and its over appropriated areas, including our North Platte Valley, Pumpkin Creek and Lisco-Oshkosh-Lewellen sub-areas, back to 1997 levels of water supply and water use. One proposal put forth by Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District targets the alleged overuse of groundwater in the North Platte NRD. NRD manager Ron Cacek and some NRD board directors believe the use of flow meters could better establish the actual use instead of estimated use of water, protecting the district from such claims. 

Director Jerry Dillman of Mitchell said he supports the idea of flow meters “so landowners know exactly the amount of water being used and to defend district against allegations of overuse.”


“We need to know how much (water) is being use in order to know how much we need to cut back,” Dillman said.  

According to a published article on the Progressive Farmer website, researchers at the University of Georgia found farmers pump far less water during drought than regulatory officials had assumed. Like Nebraska, Georgia is currently in dispute with neighboring states Florida and Alabama over water rights. Metering should show the courts that farmers are serious about managing water. Knowing an accurate amount of water used is a key step in this process. 

To read the findings of the report and to learn more about flow meter use, go to http://www.progressivefarmer.com/farmer/farming_business/article/0,24672,1113222,00.html
